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Changes
With two years under its belt your Council feels that the period of consolidation after taking over from Hart District
Council should now draw to a close and that the time has come to start moulding our own identity as the Council
that represents you.
You will have noticed, I hope, the new logo. When first set up the shadow Parish Council adopted the photo of the
Community Centre clock as their letter head and temporary logo. However this has proved unsuitable for
reproduction on signage. We have worked with a local Fleet based graphic designer Lucy Wynn of Wynn Creative
to produce our new logo.
The tree represents the Wellingtonias that are landmarks across Elvetham Heath and the five coloured leaves
represent the 5 councillors. We chose the green because it is a vibrant colour that reflects
our vibrant community and decided we would use the same logo with a colour change for
the Elvetham Heath facilities. We do hope you like the new identity, which will be filtering
through on signage across the estate very soon.
Another change, in order to distance ourselves from the local authority feel, is the name of
the community centre. Sited in The Key we felt that The Key Centre is much crisper,
identifies its’ position and avoids confusion with the Children’s Centre in Turners Way, and
other community centres throughout the area.
During the last 6 months there have also been changes within the council. We were sorry to
say goodbye to Sara Esdale and Stefan Wojciechowski who have both moved away from
Elvetham Heath so are no longer eligible to represent you on the Parish Council. We would
like to thank them both for their commitment whilst with the council. We have co-opted two new councillors to
fill their places on the council, Emma Watmore and Nicky Bond and we welcome them both.
Elvetham Heath Matters has been chosen as the new name for our newsletters. Deliberately ambiguous it could
mean that it features the ‘matters’ that affect Elvetham Heath or that Elvetham Heath truly does ‘matter’ to us all.
£53.80 per household, per year (based on a band D residence) is the amount of your council tax that passes to
Elvetham Heath Parish Council. We have a responsibility to you all and ourselves that every penny is spent
wisely. Please take the time to read, within this publication, how your money is being spent
and also about exciting new projects that are being worked on.

Marilyn

Your councillors are: Marilyn Robson
Parish Clerk: Jan Hyatt

David Hammond

Emma Watmore Nicky Bond

Parish Office: The Key Centre Elvetham Heath Fleet Hampshire GU51 1HA
clerk@elvethamheath.org.uk 01252 623700 www.tiny.cc/ehhome
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News
Budget/Precept
“...there will
no increase
in the parish
precept
portion of
the council
tax...”

The Parish Council is pleased to announce that for the second consecutive year there
will be no increase in the parish precept portion of the council tax for residents of
Heath. This means that the precept has remained at a constant level since the Parish
Council came into existence in April 2010.
We are also freezing the price of hiring our facilities – The Key Centre (including parties),
hard courts and junior pitch. This will ensure our pricing remains excellent value
compared to similar facilities in the area.
We have been able to keep our prices steady whilst investing in improvements such as
the kitchen refurbishment and redecoration of The Key Centre by continuing to increase
the usage of our facilities and by reducing costs – particularly by moving to a different
supplier for our grounds maintenance services.

New Website
Over the next few months,
work will begin on a new Parish
Council website which is
intended to be a hub of useful
information relating to all
aspects of life on Elvetham
Heath. We intend that it should
be your first port of call. The
old grey pages will be replaced
by a much more interactive

Hampshire Farmers’ Markets
It has taken the best part of a year, but we are now delighted to report that
the Hampshire Farmers’ Market will be setting up shop in The Key on the
fourth Saturday of each month from April through to October.
As the market will be sited in The Key car park, additional parking will be
available on market days at the park and ride car park. It was always the
vision of the developers when they designed The Key that it would be used
for public events. We started with Carols in The Key at Christmas and hope
that the Farmers’ Markets will be a great asset to our community.

First Event: Saturday 28thApril 10.00am -2.00pm

and dynamic site. We would
like all residents to feel that
this really is a site created just
for the needs of our
community. It’s even being
developed by one of our
residents, Adam Bevington,
who runs a company called
Shed 90.

ELVETHAM

HEATH

MATTERS

PAGE

Key Dates and Events
Village Fete - Saturday 16th June 2012
The date has been set for this year’s event, the sunshine has been ordered and planning has
begun. It was wonderful to see so many people at last year’s fete. The organisers worked
really hard to put the event together in a relatively short period of time, but you never
can be sure that people will turn up on the day. The success of last year has put
additional pressure on the organising committee to produce an even bigger and better
fete this year. Some of the favourites from last year will make a return but there will be
new attractions, sideshows and food stalls to keep everyone happy.
Work has already started and we have some new volunteers on the committee, but there
is always room for more, so please contact Marilyn Robson, should you wish to get
involved at marilyn@elvethamheath.org.uk

We’ve got the wine, if you’ve got time...
“...the
doors of
the Key
Centre
will be
opened
wide.”

You may have read in the March issue of the
Elvetham Heath Directory that on Wednesday
18th April, from 7.30pm, the doors of The Key
Centre will be opened wide for an informal
residents’ evening.
Take the opportunity to find out more about
•
•
•
•
•
•

Road adoptions
Street lighting
Play park refurbishment
Policing on Elvetham Heath
Our new Parish Council website
Plans for allotments

It’s your chance to have your say or to
find the answers to your questions.
Wednesday 18th April
7.30pm The Key Centre

If you don’t want to ask your question directly,

Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations
The weekend of Saturday 2nd June to
Tuesday 5th June has been set aside
to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee, with Tuesday being an extra
bank holiday. There are numerous
events taking place throughout the area, including the
Fleet carnival parade, which has moved to Saturday 2nd
June in order to be part of the celebrations. Elvetham
Heath’s turn will be on Tuesday 5th June, when there
will be a day for all the family to get involved.

we’ll have Post-its and pens so that
you can stick your questions on the
wall. Or you can email the clerk in
advance. Questions will be answered
on the night and also posted
anonymously on our website after the
event. www.tiny.cc/ehhome

Put it in your diary today!

Starting at 10.30am there will be a Diamond
Jubilee Family Walk around Elvetham Heath
taking in the nature reserve, woodland walks,
village pond and several of the children’s
playgrounds. This event is being organized by
Hart Lions Club.
After the walk everyone is invited to stay and
picnic on the green or partake of the BBQ which
will be provided by The Church on The Heath.
Picnics can be left safely stored at The Key
Centre whilst you take part in the walk.
Please put this date in your diaries and look out
for further details nearer the day.
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Facilities Focus
Allotments

“... beautiful
blossoms
bobbing in a

Picture this bucolic scene: you are sitting in a deckchair or similar, on a balmy summers
evening, possibly clutching a glass of something refreshing in your hand, admiring the
fruits (sorry, sometimes I just can't help myself) of your green-fingered genius. Are you
envisaging magnificent marrows and comedy carrots, or dazzling dahlias dancing and
beautiful blossoms bobbing in a warm and
friendly summer breeze?
Where is this scene set, I hear you ask? Could
it be Elvetham Heath’s new allotments? It
could be sometime soon, as we are in the
process of applying for planning permission
for ten allotments. Shake the dust and
spiders off your spade and watch this space.

warm and
friendly
summer
breeze.”

If you would like your name added to the
waiting list for an allotment, please contact
our clerk Jan Hyatt on
clerk@elvethamheath.org.uk or Emma
Watmore on emma@elvethamheath.org.uk

Sports Pavillion
The sports pavilion facilities continue to
be
little used, other than its single
toilet during junior football matches
on Saturday mornings. Discussions are
now at an advanced stage with local
scout and guide groups, to convert the
building for use as a hall for them. There
is sufficient
demand from within
Elvetham Heath for the building to be in
use five days a week after school and
through in to the evening.
Conversion will involve removing most
of the internal walls to create a hall of

some 120 m2 and adding an office and
kitchen on the side of the building
nearest to the sports field, so the next
stage is to consult with residents in the
immediate vicinity and apply for
planning permission. It is hoped
to undertake the work during
the summer of 2012 for an
opening before Christmas. The
toilet facilities within the
building will
continue to be
made available to users of the
junior sports pitch.

The Key Centre
We hope you like the new name for the Community
Centre. I’m sure it will take us all a while to get used
to, but we felt that it was important that our building
had an identity that set it apart from all the other
community centres throughout the area.
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Facilities Focus continued

Let’s Design a Play Park!
Imagine you could
design and build a
purpose built play
park, tailored to the
needs and desires of
our
younger
residents.
Would you choose to have a multi-purpose
football and
basketball net, or a zip wire for
those who like to
feel the wind in their
hair? Would it have
a secure area for
the tiniest visitors,
with
equipment
suitable for them to
play on?
Well, you might not
have to just think
about it for much
longer! One of the Parish Council’s major projects
is looking at developing and refurbishing the
children’s playground by The Key Centre. Our aim
is to create a new enclosed playground that can
be enjoyed by children from early years to school
age as well as being suitable and safe for children

of all abilities to enjoy. We haven’t
forgotten the older age group; should
we enhance the area to provide a
better variety of fun things to do? We
think we have enough space to give
all those who are school age
something new.
How do you fit in? It’s simple. You
need to tell us what to do!

“It’s
simple.

The Parish Council would really
welcome comments and suggestions
from residents as to the type of
equipment they would like to see.
Ask your children what they would
like, and think about other parks that
you have been to and tell us what
you liked and disliked.

You need
to tell us
what to
do!”

You could come along to the Annual
Residents’ Evening on 18th April to
talk to us about your ideas and see
pictures of the kinds of equipment
we could buy, or you can email your
ideas
to
Nicky
Bond
at
nicky@elvethamheath.org.uk. Let’s
work together to design a play park
suitable for all ages to enjoy.

Spotlight on Sport
Football: At last youth team football has arrived on Elvetham Heath with
Hart Football Club Under 9s, Hawks and Rovers, playing on Saturday
mornings in the enclosed junior football pitch. Next season there is the
possibility of an Under 10s girls team starting on Sunday mornings.
More pitch time is available, so contact The Key Centre for more details.
Rugby: Starting on Monday April 16th weekly Touch League Rugby will be using the Turners
Wood playing fields. Open to both genders over the age of 16.
Tennis: Tennis courts are available to hire at just £5.00 per court per hour
For any information about sports facilities on The Heath contact Steve on 01252 623700
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The Key Centre
The Kitchen at The Key Centre
“The
kitchen… is
now a
stainless steel
heaven.”

The kitchen at The Key Centre has undergone a 60
minute makeover, well maybe a little longer, and
is now a stainless steel heaven. We have replaced
the boiler, which was nearing the end of its life,
and re-housed the new boiler in an
outside
store cupboard, freeing up some valuable space.
The walls have been lined with an easy clean
surface, so no more dirty grout in the tiles, and
the domestic dishwasher has been replaced with
a very speedy commercial unit.
No more need for kettles as there is constant
boiling water on tap and a double oven range
cooker has been installed. We have a few snagging issues, which are being dealt with,
but it is now certainly cleaner, tidier and hopefully an altogether much nicer place to be!

Children’s Parties
The Key Centre is a popular venue for childrens’ parties and gets booked up very quickly. We have now
made the Village Green Rooms available for parties. The cost will be £59.95 for the Village Room and
Heath Room, own entrance, dedicated childrens’ toilets, secure outside play area and shared use of the
kitchen. You can bring your own entertainment to suit the age of your children. Contact
sally@elvethamheath.org.uk for more details.

Something a Bit Special
A popular children’s magazine ‘Something Special’ recently
used the Village Room at The Key Centre for a photo shoot
for their February issue. A group of local children, some with
special needs, were chosen to ‘star’ in the feature which
shows them
making
Valentine’s cards. You
may recognise one little
girl in the magazine as
she lives on Elvetham
Heath and attends the
school.
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Out and About
Road Adoptions
Despite being a well-established
development, many of the roads on the
Heath are still to be adopted by Hampshire
Highways and are therefore still the
responsibility of the individual developers.
Currently there is no one agency
responsible for fixing problems with street
lights, verges, road surfaces and drainage.
The County Council will only adopt a road if
it is up to a standard that does not require
immediate maintenance at the expense of
the public purse. Up until now it appears
that there has been no urgency to get this
done; consequently, the roads are
degrading ever further from an adoptable
standard.
However, in recent months some progress
has been made possibly, in response to

pressure from parish, district and county
councillors. At the end of last year three
areas of the Heath had their roads
adopted and it appears that other roads
are being made ready. In the meantime it
is important to keep reporting any faults
to the developers whilst they remain
responsible for roads. We can assist with
this if necessary. The councillors will
continue to apply pressure in the hope of
speeding up the process.
Once our new website is up and running,
you will be able to access a map showing
the current status of roads around the
Heath. It will be updated as roads are
adopted. For roads that have already been
adopted any faults can be reported via the
Hampshire County Council website.

“... keep
reporting
any faults to
the
developers
whilst they
remain
responsible
for roads.”

Grounds Maintenance
Hopefully you have noticed improvements to the woodland walks and open spaces around the
Heath over the last few months as last October the Parish Council took on Lotus Landscapes, on a
short term contract, to improve and maintain these areas. Prior to that, Hart District Council
maintained all the green spaces in the area. Now, in partnership with Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council, Hart only look after the highway verges, the ponds and the nature reserve.
The Parish Council is delighted with the improvements – paths have been
widened, shrubs tamed and weeds suppressed. In addition, Lotus are removing or
pruning dangerous trees, replacing dead or dying shrubs, emptying litter bins and
carrying out safety checks of the play areas.
Whilst both the Parish Council and Lotus Landscapes check the areas regularly,
we do welcome information from residents - if you spot anything that has been
missed, please get in touch with us either by email or phone.

Park and Ride
Following discussions with the developer the
Parish Council is to assume responsibility for
maintenance of the park and ride area at the
entrance to Elvetham Heath. We will shortly be
organising clearing of the car park and replacing
the logs that block the entrance to it with a more
permanent solution, allowing the car park to be
brought into use as an overflow area. This will
mean the car park can be used whenever there
are events on the Heath, such as the annual fete,
car show and for the farmers’ markets (when The

Key will be closed to normal parking). There will
also be the potential to run additional events in
the car park itself, such as car boot sales. If
anybody is interested in using the Park & Ride
car park for an event, please contact the Clerk.
Also included within this arrangement are
several acres of woodland adjacent to the car
park. We are discussing with local youth groups
such as the scouts the potential to use this area
for outdoor activities.
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and Finally…
A plea to all our delectable doggie residents ...
When you're taking your humans out for their daily exercise (and taking the
opportunity to sniff out all the local gossip yourselves, of course), could you
please remind them to keep your poo bags handy?
The scurrilous news around the lampposts and verges of Elvetham Heath is
that sometimes those humans of yours have been just a little lazy and have
left your odorous offerings where they fall, instead of placing them in the
bins provided. This is a sad tail (geddit?), because unfortunately when your
poo is left behind it can cause the fur to fly between our two-legged
residents, big and small, when they take home unwanted added extras on
their shoes, clothes and bikes.
Thank you for pawsing to read this (okay, I'll stop now)
Love and wags to you all. Xx

Stop Press
Don’t forget to use our new dog bin which is by the Turner’s Way Car Park

Bus Services in and around Elvetham Heath
SERVICE 70 - ALDERSHOT, FLEET and ELVETHAM HEATH
This route does a circuit of Elvetham Heath
SERVICE 72 - ALDERSHOT to FLEET and READING
This route only goes to the park and ride car park
Please visit the Fleet Buzz website for more details :

http://www.fleetbuzz.co.uk

Your Local Authorities - Who Does What
Parish Council
The Key Centre
The Key GU51 1HA
Tel: 01252 623700
Email: clerk@elvethamheath.org.uk
Hart District Council
Civic Offices
Harlington Way
Fleet GU51 4AE
Tel: 01252 622122
Hampshire County Council
Based at Hook Compound for local
highways matters
Tel: 08456 035633
All other depts based in Winchester
Tel: 01962 841841

The Key Centre
The Key car park
Turner’s Way car park
Recreational facilities – play areas, pitches
Outdoor green space except nature reserve and ponds
Refuse collection Street cleaning
Fly tipping Housing
Parking matters (except. Key & Turners Way Car parks)
District leisure facilities Licensing Tree preservation orders
Planning matters
Watercourse maintenance
Community Safety Initiative
Grass verge maintenance
Elvetham Heath nature reserve Council Tax
Highways including gritting and signage
Street lighting
Public rights of way
Education and learning
Libraries
Consumer advice and protection
Social care
Community transport
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