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Elvetham Heath Matters...
The BIG Elvetham Heath Spring Clean
Sunday 24th March 2019 1-4pm
As part of the nationwide Great British Spring Clean 2019 campaign, running from 22 March to the 23
April 2019 we will be hosting our own BIG Elvetham Heath Spring Clean on Sunday 24th March, from
1-4pm at the Key Centre. Come and join us as we give Elvetham Heath the spruce up she deserves in
time for the spring and summer months. We will be:
•
collecting rubbish and litter picking
•
removing plastics
•
environmentally cleaning road signs
•
cleaning up the play parks and play equipment.
All cleaning materials needed will be provided so please just turn up and
get stuck in! There is no need to come for the full three hours, just
contribute any time you can spare for this great cause. The whole family are welcome and we will be
providing refreshments for all volunteers. It would be great to see as many
people as possible taking pride in where they live and helping us keep
Elvetham Heath beautiful.
For more information on events happening as part of the Great British Spring
Clean 2019 and how you can get involved please visit the Keep Britain Tidy
website at www.keepbritaintidy.org.

Annual Residents’ Evening
Wednesday 29th May 7pm
Please join us for our Annual Residents’ Evening on Wednesday 29th May from 7pm at the Key Centre.
Come along for a glass of wine and an update of what has been going on locally. This is your
opportunity to meet the councillors who represent you and put forward ideas to steer the council over
the next year. We will also be joined by our grounds maintenance team VPS and hope to have a
representative from the local police force.
If you have any specific questions you would like to ask please email us at office@elvethamheathpc.org.uk, ring us on 01252 819204 or pop by the office in advance so we can answer your questions
more fully on the evening. You will also be able to ask questions on the evening itself.
This is your meeting so please come along and have your say.

Contact Elvetham Heath Parish Council
office@elvethamheath-pc.org.uk 01252 819204 www.elvethamheath.org.uk
Parish Office: The Key Centre Elvetham Heath Fleet Hampshire GU51 1HA
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm
Follow us on social media:
Elvetham Heath Parish Council

@elvethamheathpc

@EHParishCouncil
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News and updates
Parish Precept

Food on the Heath

When you receive your council tax information
from Hart District Council, you will notice that the
annual parish element, the precept, has increased
by 3% which equates to less than £2 per year extra
on a Band D property. As we mentioned in last
spring’s newsletter, small increases each year will
be used to build a cushion to prevent large
increases in a few years’ time when we will have
exhausted our developer fund. Currently the total
council precept stands at £130,000 per year but
the costs of all its services are closer to £300,000.
The shortfall is covered by income from the Key
Centre and other facilities together with the
remaining developer’s contribution, which will
only last for another 9-10 years.

Tuesday nights have seen the
arrival of the Smokin’ Street
Food pizza pop-up in the Key
Centre car park. Offering
delicious, fresh pizza from
4:30-8pm, this has proved a
popular addition to the Heath,
and will be available every
Tuesday going forward. They join the existing
Friday night fish and chip van (also in the Key
Centre car park), offering a chance to take a break
from cooking. For other food options, the
De Havilland Arms offers a variety of food and
drink and there is a coffee bar situated in the
Church on the Heath (please check the Church on
the Heath website for opening hours). The newly
refurbished Morrisons will also feature a café.

Road Adoptions
The process of adoption of Elvetham Heath Way
is a concern for many residents. Sadly our
confidence that the road would be adopted
before the end of 2018 proved misplaced and the
usual winter problems of potholes have returned.
We are pleased to report assessors from the
developer, Persimmon, have inspected the road
and instructed contractors to deal with the urgent
issues. New staff at both Persimmon and
Hampshire County Council seem to have added a
new vigour to the process so we continue to hope
for resolution. The Parish Council tries to speed
up the process but is not involved in negotiations
between Hampshire County Council and
Persimmon. Updates will be shared on our
website and social media and problems such as
potholes should be reported directly to
Persimmon using this form:
www.persimmonhomes.com/south-east/contactcustomer-care.

Parking at the Key Centre
Since the renovations began at
Morrisons we have suffered hugely
in the Key Centre car park with
overcrowding. This has been
frustrating for all and we appreciate
everyone’s patience in this matter. Once the work
at Morrisons is completed we hope parking
should return to normal. Should issues continue
we will look at potential solutions.

Elvetham Chase Update
Following the rejection of the Elvetham Chase
development proposal for 700 houses at Pale Lane,
a public appeal hearing took place from the 8th
January 2019. During the six day hearing, local
residents and the Chair of Elvetham Heath Parish
Council, Marilyn Robson, were among those who
spoke out against the potential new development.
At the time of going press the outcome is
unknown. When available, the outcome will be
published on our website and social media.

Motorway Fence
Whilst we still believe the fence between the
motorway services and Turner’s Way recreation
area is the responsibility of the services, we have
repaired it many times for safety reasons.
Unfortunately every time the hole is repaired
another one appears or the repairs are vandalised.
This takes some force and is criminal damage.
Please be aware this is not a legal or safe route to
the services and is of a concern to the police.

Street Lights
Last October, following a consultation, Hampshire
County Council announced plans to turn off street
lights on residential roads for three hours a night,
from 1am-4am, from 1st April 2019. We are
unsure how this will affect Elvetham Heath but
assume lights on adopted roads will be switched
off as part of this initiative.
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Councillor Interview—Martyn O’Donoghue
A parish council is the tier of local government closest to the people. Its main
purpose is to improve the lives of the people in the local community and give that
community a voice. Last year saw five new councillors join Elvetham Heath Parish
Council. Over the next few issues of Elvetham Heath Matters we will be featuring
interviews with our councillors, to introduce them and give a little more information
on what your council does for you!
Martyn O’Donoghue joined as a councillor in May 2018 following the Parish Council
elections on Thursday 3rd May 2018.
•
Why did you decide to become a councillor? I became a councillor because I didn’t want to be
one of the voices on social media that complains about things, without the opportunity to get
involved and have my say too.
•
What do you like best about being a councillor? I like the fact that I am informed about what’s
happening on the Heath and that I can help make relevant decisions and get involved.
•
What do you like about Elvetham Heath and the surrounding areas? Why do you choose to
live in this area? Personally I think all of Hart and Fleet is lovely. For me, the Heath is well
located for my handyman business, close to suppliers and central to most of my clients. The
lovely environment and community are an added bonus.
•
What do you do for your ‘day job’? I’m a self employed handyman.
•
What is your favourite food? A tough one! Either ribs, steak or a good old fashioned roast.
•
What would you never part with? A vague question, my daughter.
•
Where is your favourite place? Anywhere sunny and warm.
•
What is your claim to fame? Mmm, I was on Top Gear, behind James May, about 10 years ago.
I haven’t aged a bit!
•
If you could have one super power what would it be? I guess it has to be super strength.

Parishes in Bloom
There has been a lot of work happening in preparation for the warmer
months on Elvetham Heath. As well as the BIG Elvetham Heath Spring Clean
(see the front page of this newsletter) we have entered Elvetham Heath in
the South & South East in Bloom ‘Parishes in Bloom’ competition. Assessors
will be visiting in June or July to inspect our outside spaces.
Back in autumn we planted 1000 daffodil bulbs
across the Heath. These have now started blooming
along with lots of other beautiful spring flowers.
In other grounds news, VPS (our grounds maintenance team) are now back
up to their 45 hours a week summer hours (hours are reduced in the winter
due to less maintenance needed). There are plans to tackle larger projects
alongside the standard maintenance including clearing out the swales across
Elvetham Heath and treating invasive mare’s tail weed with specialist weed killer.
They will also be weed killing and mulching all the beds. The large hedges on the
Turner’s Way recreation area were cut by two feet using a tractor and flail arm
which also cut back large hedges elsewhere on the Heath. The hedges were then
finished by hand.
You may remember two years ago that Elvetham Heath Parish Council ‘adopted’ the
redundant phone box in the Key. This has since been painted and will be filled with plants in the
coming weeks. Many thanks to VPS for putting in the plants for free and also to the Church
Crookham and Fleet Men’s Shed for building shelves to hold the plants.
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The Heath for...Fitness
There are plenty of ways to keep fit on Elvetham Heath, both indoors and
outdoors. A number of exercise classes take place in The Key Centre including
yoga, dance classes, aerobics and, new for 2019, FitSteps, an energetic, upbeat
dance fitness class featuring all of your favourite Strictly dances. There also
classes for children including Tae Kwon Do and football. For getting out in the fresh air, there are tennis
courts available for hire and friendly tennis and netball clubs. A network of footpaths and cycle paths run all
around Elvetham Heath and the nature reserve, making it an ideal place to go for a run, bike ride or leisurely
stroll. For more information on activities contact the office on 01252 819204, office@elvethamheathpc.org.uk or see our website www.elvethamheath.org.uk.

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 13th April: Elvetham Heath Market, The Key. 10am-1:30pm
Saturday 11th May: Elvetham Heath Market, The Key. 10am-1.30pm
Wednesday 29th May: Annual Residents’ Evening, The Key Centre. From 7pm
Saturday 15th June: Elvetham Heath Summer Fete, The Green
Saturday 29th June: Concert on the Green, The Green

Elvetham Heath Market
Elvetham Heath Market takes place the second Saturday of every month in the Key Centre car park.
It continues to be popular and we have added new stallholders for 2019 to our existing great suppliers.
Stallholders are subject to change but you can expect to find pies, cheese, pastries, bread, cakes and meat as
well as other stalls. We are always on the lookout for new stallholders so if you or someone
you know have a great product you would like to share with a wider audience please contact
us on 01252 819204, market@elvethamheath.org.uk or through our social media channels.
We share regular updates about suppliers on our dedicated Elvetham Heath Market social
media pages so please follow us on Facebook (Elvetham Heath Market), Instagram
(@elvethamheathmarket) and Twitter (@EHmarket) for the latest news.

Your Local Authorities—Who is Responsible for What?
Elvetham Heath Parish Council
The Key Centre
The Key GU51 1HA
Tel: 01252 819204
Email: office@elvethamheath-pc.org.uk

The Key Centre
Car parks at The Key and Turner’s Way
Grass verge maintenance, hedges and shrubs Litter bins
Recreational facilities: play areas, pitches, the green, woodland walks
Outdoor green space except nature reserve Tennis courts

Hart District Council
Civic Offices
Harlington Way
Fleet GU51 4AE
Tel: 01252 622122
Hampshire County Council
Tel (Highways): 08456 035633
Tel (all other depts.): Tel: 01962 841841

Refuse collection Street cleaning Fly tipping Housing
Parking matters Licensing Community Safety Initiative
District leisure facilities Elvetham Heath nature reserve
Tree preservation orders Planning matters
Council Tax
Highways including gritting and signage
Street lighting
Public rights of way Education and learning Libraries
Consumer advice and protection Social care Community transport

Your councillors
Marilyn Robson (Chair) Nicky Bond (Vice Chair) Candice Walmsley
Claire Brooks-McGoldrick Gordon Smith Martyn O’Donoghue Nick White
Parish Clerk: Jan Hyatt

